Radionuclide migration through the genital tract in infertile women with endometriosis.
The migration of radionuclide through the genital tract was observed, comparing 20 patients with endometriosis and infertility with a control group of 23 infertile patients who had a normal pelvis. All patients had patent tubes at laparoscopy and chromopertubation, performed in both groups for the investigation of infertility and to diagnose the presence and extent of endometriosis. A radionuclide tubal test, using human albumin microspheres labelled with 99m-technetium (99mTc) was subsequently undertaken to observe the extent of genital tract migration of radionuclide to uterus, Fallopian tube and peritoneal cavity. The results show that radionuclide migration to the peritoneal cavity was impaired in patients with endometriosis, compared with the control group (30 versus 83%, respectively; P < 0.001). There was no relationship between migration and the severity of endometriosis. We conclude that impaired tubal function may be a cause of infertility in some patients with endometriosis.